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The Delegates Meeting of the Michigan Genealogical Council was called to order by Pres Cynthia 
Grostick at 11:08 AM on 11 March 2010.  Guests & new members included Lorene Wilson (Flint 
GS), and Pat Hamp (Mich Gen Web). 
 
Randy Riley gave an update of happenings at the Library of MI.  Many things are still up in the 
air.  Budget crises is huge.  He have a 23% cut in our budget and staff will be reduced by over 
25%.  Statutes do not require a genealogical collection such as what we have.  If items in Library 
pertain to Michigan history, they will be maintained.  No idea yet what will happen to the 
remaining parts of the collection.  Hope is that they will find someone who wants the remainder of 
the collection and possibly keep it in the same building.  Several libraries have indicated they 
would like particular portions of the collection.  That part of the collection to be retained by the 
library must be sorted and moved to the 4th & 5th floors by 1 October 2010.  This would require 
the library to close to the public sometime this summer.  2nd & 3d floors will be vacated.  
Estimates show that 5 full time positions are dedicated to genealogy at a total estimated cost of 
$370,000 in staffing.  Rent for space is over $230,000.  Many questions by attendees boiled down 
to waiting for the recommendations by the board appointed by the Governor ( MCIR Board = 
Michigan Center for Innovative Research)  Many general comments were generated. 
 
Cindy Grostick covered many of the activities MGC board members have been involved in that 
many delegates and member societies are not yet aware of.  She has been in conversation with 
Sandra Clark regarding the genealogical collection.  People of the Archives are very supportive of 
our efforts.  MGC volunteered to help the Archives find a possible solution.  The Abrams 
Foundation supports the efforts of the MGC Board.  Curt Witcher will be speaking at the MCIR 
Board meeting on Monday the 15th.  If anyone goes to the meeting, be respectful, be passionate, 
but don’t be in their face and pointing fingers. 
 
Minutes of the January meeting were reviewed and motion was made by Sue Irvine to accept 
minutes as presented, seconded by Lucindia Wilson.  Motion carried. 
 
Treasurers report for period ending 28 February 2010 indicates a balance of $57,821.36 in all 
accounts.  Cindy explained the purchasing of new lockable file cabinets.  Purpose for this was 
person(s) had been in the cabinet without permission.  Documents in that file are archival and 
should be handled only by authorized personnel.  Cindy also reported on the cost of her trip to 
the FGS conference.  Board of Directors deemed that a legal review of MGC By-Laws was 
necessary due to an area of concern.  Minor changes were then necessary and By-Law Committee 
will effect changes.  Laurine covered the other areas of the report.  Treasurers report was 
accepted for file. 
 
Speaker for today is Mary Strouse, and her topic is Indexing Projects with the Family History 
Center in Utah.  Mary covered the process of how the Family Search indexing program works, and 
how to get involved either as an individual, or as a group.  This included guidelines, titles, terms 
used, fields of information required, and examples of each.  Not only does it assist Family Search, 
but it facilitates getting information out to researchers.  Can be done as an individual, or by group 
such as a Society.  Volunteers can pick what projects they are interested in working on. 
 
Sue Irvine assumed chairing the delegate3 meeting during temporary absence of Cindy Grostick.  
Firstly, she asked that attendees decide whether in July, they preferred to meet at the 1st 
Presbyterian Church in Lansing, OR meet at the Family History Center in East Lansing.  Show of 
hands indicated most attendees preferred to come to the FHC in July.  Availability will be verified. 



 

 

 
Trustees report was presented by Lucindia Wilson, which covered reporting a slate of officers to 
be considered for the coming membership year.  The slate for next year includes: 
 President - Cynthia Grostick 
 Vice-President - Sue Irvine 
 Treasurer - Laurine Griffin 
 Corresponding Secretary - Tom Koselka 
 Recording Secretary (Board) - Stacy Stoner 
 Recording Secretary (Delegates) - Sam Pardee 
 Trustee - Mary Strouse 
 Trustee - Barb Curtindale (to assume 3d year for Al Hart) 
 
Motion made by Sam Pardee to accept slate of officers, seconded by Janet Remo, and approved. 
 
Committee Reports: 
Roger Moffatt reported on the Centennial Family Project.  About 27,500 names had been entered.  
He clarified some of the problem areas, and thanked those involved with the project. 
 
Sue Irvine asked that societies mail a copy of their newsletter directly to Tammy Parsons.  That 
way, information to be included in the MGC Newsletter would be more timely.  Also, information 
regarding activities of your societies that should be listed on the MGC web-site need to be sent to 
Connie Olsen.  Any changes you would like to see on the web-site, send a note to Tom 
Koselka. 
 
Connie Olsen reminded attendees of the Leadership Workshop to be held on 15 May at the 1st 
Presbyterian Church in Lansing.  There is no fee for the workshop.  Bring your lunch.  This is a 
good opportunity to share ideas with others.  Delegates are reminded to ensure their societies are 
aware of the workshop and that it is for any member, not just society officers. 
 
Public Forum:-} 
 
Sue Irvine reminded attendees of the FGS Conference in Knoxville TN in August.  Always a great 
learning experience. 
 
Florence Wilson of Monroe Co indicated they are having a seminar on March 27th.  Flyers are 
available. 
 
Judy Sheldon of Huron Shores indicated their May program will have Edwina Morgan as a speaker 
on English Research.  Handouts are available. 
 
Jim Jackson reminded attendees that the Lucy Mary Kellogg Award selection committee will be 
meeting in June to review nominating packets.  He also indicated there was a possibility that 
some of the future programs regarding family research and the program “Who Do You Think You 
Are” may be open for additional financial supporters. 
 
Beverly Keicher of Midland GS indicated several of their members have worked together and 
published a CD which includes 13 books of Midland County records and history.  Flyers available 
on table.   
 
Don Bryant of Western Mich GS noted they are having a seminar in Grand Rapids on 5-6 
November, with Megan Smolenyak-Smolenyak as speaker.  This will be her 1st speaking 
engagement in Michigan.  He also indicated they are sponsoring a bus trip to Fort Wayne on 21-
22 April to Allen County Library.  They will stop in Lansing on the way. 



 

 

 
Attendance Report of 11 March 2010 

 
Calhoun County GS   Lucindia Wilson (D)   Jim Jackson (D) 
Cheboygan Co GS  Ann Martin (D) (PP) 
Cornish Connection  Jeanne Thomas (P)   Carolyn Haines (D) 
Dearborn GS   Laurine Griffin (D)   Tom Koselka (A) 
Detroit Soc for GR  Dick Doherty (D)   Mary Lou Duncan (D) 
Downriver GS   Tom Koselka (D)   Reletha Moch (D) 
Eaton Co GS   Betty Polhamus (A) 
Farmington GS  Byron Bailey (D) 
Flint GS   Jim Thornton (D)   Lorene Wilson (D) 
Gaylord Fact Finders  Donald Rechlin (D)   Janet Rechlin (D) 
Gladwin Co GS  Barb Curtindale (D) 
Gratiot Co HGS  Mary Strouse (D)   Barb Curtindale (D) 
Harrison Area GS  Barb Curtindale (D) 
Hillsdale County GS  Virginia Tervol (D) 
Huron Shores GS  Judy Sheldon (D) 
Ingham County GS  Sam Pardee (D)   Isabelle Wells (A) 
Ionia County GS  Lori Fox (D) 
Irish GS of MI   Dick Doherty (D)   Mary Lou Duncan (D) 
Isabella County GS  Donna Hoff-Grambau (D) 
Jackson County GS  Stacy Stoner (D) (P) 
Kalamazoo Valley GS  Jim Jackson (D) 
Lansing African-American Melvin Holley (D) 
Lapeer County GS  Betty Ann Ivory (D)   Al Hart (D) 
Lenawee County GS  Virginia Tervol (D) 
Livingston County GS Margaret Bowland (D) 
Mich Gen Web   Patricia Hamp 
Mid-Mich  GS   Grove Sandrock (D)   Joanne Harvey (D) 
Midland GS   Beverly Keicher (D) 
Monroe County GS  Laurie Schultz (D)   Florence Wilson (D) 
Northeast MI GS  Janet Romas (D)  
Oakland County GS  Dick Doherty(D)   Pamela Epple (D) 
Polish GS of Mich  Valerie Koselka (D)   William Gorski (D) 
Stockbridge Area G&HS Cynthia Grostick (D) 
Then & Now GS  Isabelle Wells (D) 
Washtenaw Co GS  Jessie Siekmeier (D) 
Western MI GS  Don Bryant (P)       Sue Irvine (D)      G. F. Hollis (D) 
Western Wayne Co GS Lois Rzepka (D)   Delphine Goodwiin (D) 
MGC Past Presidents = Ann Martin, Connie Olson, Joanne Harvey, Mary Lou Duncan  
    


